The Thomas Leahy Awards for Educational Entrepreneurship

PURPOSE

Founded with the generous support of Dr. Stephen Ritterbush, the awards, commonly in the $500 - $5000 range with possibilities for multi-year awards, are designed to encourage innovative projects and activities targeted to improve educational opportunity for needy students and/or under-resourced schools, to benefit students and schools with great need, and to inspire and empower those connected with ACE (current participants, graduates, and others committed to Catholic education) to think creatively and concretely about ways to enact their dreams. 

APPLICATION FOR The Thomas Leahy Awards for Educational Entrepreneurship

I.  ACE ALUMNI INFORMATION

Name and Affiliation with ACE:
School:

Location:

Subjects Taught or Field of Study:

II. PROPOSAL COMPONENTS (anticipated 3-5 pages)

Project Title:

Project description:

Succinctly describe your project and include specific attention to the following:

Rationale for the project

Niche(what makes your solution innovative and likely to succeed)

Goals (including expected educational benefit)

Timeline for implementation/completion

Evaluation (how will you measure results?)

III. PROPOSED BUDGET

Complete applicable areas and include a short justification for each item.
· Materials, 

· Transportation, 

· Conference fees or entrance fees, 

· Awards or celebration,

· Other. 

TOTAL EXPENSES = 

Funding decisions: The evaluations committee will invoke four umbrella criteria to guide their recommendations. 1) Does the project meet a specific and compelling need? 2) How creative and innovative is the project? 3) Is the project practical and likely to succeed? 4) How broad is the foreseen impact? 

NECESSARY APPROVALS

· (For classroom Teachers: Principal)
· Complete and e-mail the application with Subject line: Leahy Award
to 

Senior Director of Administration and Pastoral Formation
jstaud@nd.edu
and copy


Senior Director of ACE Outreach



Johnstone.3@nd.edu

Senior Director, Academic Programs



tdoyle1@nd.edu



the ACE Business Manager 




jswain@nd.edu

Applications are accepted throughout the year.

FAQs 

1) Will I have to report the results? Yes. If a proposal is approved, the grantee will be asked to sign a grant agreement, which includes provisions for an evaluation of the project at the end of the term of the grant. Those pursuing larger (and longer) projects will be asked to give periodic updates of their progress toward their objectives. 

2) Is this grant considered taxable income? Notre Dame will not withhold taxes but will issue a 1099 form. All or part of this may be subject to self-employment tax. You may wish to consult a tax advisor for your particular situation, particularly if the proposed budget involves a stipend. 

3) Do I need to work on the project at Notre Dame? No. Obviously there are many resources at Notre Dame that might be useful, but the projects can be pursued anywhere that makes sense given the nature of the project. 

4) If the project turns into a marketable product (curriculum materials, for example), what obligation will I have to ACE? If an idea leads to a marketable product, ACE asks that 20% of the profits be returned to the program, up to the amount of the grant. Beyond that, we ask that 5% of the profits be returned to ACE to help seed future grants. 

5) Is potential marketability a key criterion for approval of a proposal? No. Successful proposals will address specific educational needs and offer creative, practical solutions to meet those needs. The purpose of these awards is to stimulate and enable innovative ideas to improve the lives of children. The Notre Dame Awards for Educational Initiatives Application Form 

